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basis and to expand in diverse directions, it is necessary not only to
spread general education but also to make members of societies
conversant with the principles and practice of cooperation.'
The .main criticism to which the Committee's recommendations has
been subjected is that the element of compulsion as well as the intensifi-
cation of Government control and supervision which they involve offends
against the root principle of co-operation which stands for democracy
and autonomy. It is argued on behalf of the Committee that the great
development of co-operative activity envisaged, which is a necessary
antidote against the feeling of disappointment at the poor results achiev-
ed by the movement so far, necessitates, as a temporary phase, an element
of compulsion and positive and vigorous Government guidance and
control.